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A MESSAGE FROM PSSI’S CHAIRMAN 
 
Now in its twenty-third year, the Prague Security Studies Institute (PSSI) has accom-
plished a number of new milestones through its publications and programmatic activities. 
As in the past, our early decision to concentrate on just a few underdeveloped security 
policy issues that we have either pioneered — such as our China/capital markets initia-
tive — or elevated and refined, as in the case of our specialized space security portfolio, 
has permitted PSSI to emerge as a true force on the global foreign policy landscape. This 
was evidenced by the honor of receiving, on behalf of the Institute, the Czech Foreign 
Ministry’s “Distinguished Contribution to Diplomacy” Medal in January 2024.

Our educational projects, particularly our NATO Summer School and Cyber Security 
Academy, along with our flagship Security Scholars Program, have built a firm founda-
tion for the Institute and served as a career springboard for many of the nearly 1,100 
students and young professionals who have passed through them. Hundreds more have 
benefitted substantially by participating in our co-sponsored Master’s Degree program in 
International Security Studies at Charles University.

With wars raging in Europe and the Middle East, and the threat of a near-term conflict 
in the Pacific over Taiwan, PSSI has doubled down on providing original research find-
ings and innovative policy recommendations to allied policy-making bodies. The stakes 
are especially high and a lack of readiness or major misstep – much less outright defeat – 
could be catastrophic for any of these regions, as well as global stability. 

In short, we as a team are doing our utmost to ensure that the forces of freedom prevail 
across the board, primarily through leveraging, often for the first time, the West’s domi-
nant position in the global financial and space domains. Our highly talented and tireless 
staff have never felt more indispensable and engaged — and for good reason.

As I have always pointed out, these achievements do not take place in a vacuum, but are 
largely a function of the steadfast, generous financial support of our very special institu-
tional donors and individuals. Many others have given selflessly of their time and exper-
tise, for which we are also most grateful.

PSSI MILESTONES AND EVENTS

On August 28, 2023, PSSI belatedly cele-
brated its 20th Anniversary, marking more 
than two decades of commitment to excel-
lence in security studies. The event served 
as a testament to the Institute’s unwaver-
ing dedication and pivotal role in advanc-
ing the discourse surrounding select secu-
rity challenges. As we commemorate this 
achievement, PSSI remains focused on its 
mission of fostering a safer and more se-
cure world through innovative research, 
education, and policy recommendations.

The Prague Security Studies Institute 
proudly welcomed its first graduate of 
the William P. Clark Ph.D. Scholarship in 
Space Security, Jakub Pražák. A dedicated 
research fellow and former member 
of PSSI’s Space Security team, Jakub 
successfully completed his extensive four-
year Ph.D. program at Charles University 
in 2023. His dissertation treated threats 
stemming from the "New Space" ecosystem 
and the urgent need to protect allied space 
assets. 

In 2023, the Association for International 
Affairs’ (AMO) Female Expert Database 
welcomed two new additions from PSSI: 
Natália Tkáčová, a disinformation expert 
in our Regional Security Program, and 
Lenka Meluzínová, Project Manager of 
the Security Scholars Program. They 

join PSSI’s Managing Director, Dr. Jana 
Robinson, in the database’s illustrious 
lineup. Furthermore, in November 2023, 
PSSI Project Manager Lenka Meluzínová 
took part in the Czech Women’s Leadership 
Forum. Convened by the U.S. Embassy in 
Prague, the event was dedicated to honoring 
and amplifying the pivotal role of women in 
the sphere of foreign policy, and served as a 
valuable platform for female luminaries and 
trailblazers in international relations. 

Within the historic walls of the Czernin 
Palace, home of the Czech Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, a resplendent ceremony took 
place on the 17th of November, a day etched 
in the national consciousness as the Struggle 
for Freedom and Democracy. During the 
event, Foreign Minister Jan Lipavský 
presented William F. Martin, a long-
time member of the PSSI nuclear family, 
with “The Distinguished Contribution 
to Diplomacy” Medal, recognizing his 
outstanding contributions to the Czech 
Republic.

The same month, PSSI Chairman and 
Co-Founder, Roger W. Robinson Jr., was 
honored by the Krach Institute for Tech 
Diplomacy at Purdue for his remarkable 
efforts in safeguarding freedom through 
trusted technology in the financial domain. 
The prestigious Tech Freedom Award was 
presented for his original work over more 
than two decades seeking to prevent U.S. 
and allied investor funding of thousands 
of sanctioned and other Chinese corporate 

“bad actors” presently residing in allied 
capital markets. 

Roger W. Robinson, Jr. 
PSSI Chairman and Co-Founder 

Roger W. Robinson, Jr. receiving the Czech Foreign Ministry's “Distinguished Contribution to Diplomacy” Medal from Miloslav Stašek, Czech Ambassador to the 
U.S., on January 9, 2024

PSSI staff celebrating the 20th anniversary of the foundation of the Institute 
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participants engage in a rigorous curricu-
lum featuring senior visiting lecturers, in-
teractive workshops, and a realistic simula-
tion. The program is designed to enhance 
understanding of NATO’s emerging chal-
lenges and global security issues, particu-
larly those receiving inadequate attention. 
It encourages critical thinking, collabora-
tive problem-solving, and practical appli-
cation of security concepts.

The visiting "faculty" is comprised 
of distinguished Czech and senior 
international security experts, including 
government officials, academics, and 
policy analysts. Their broad array of 
expertise ensures a high-quality educational 
experience and offers valuable insights into 
current and emerging security challenges. 
The NATO Summer School is much more 
than just an academic endeavor, offering a 
lasting network of contacts and friendships 
that can strengthen career prospects and 
one’s professional standing. 

Summer School speakers included: 
Gonzalo Saiz from the Royal United 
Services Institute (RUSI); Mário Nicolini 
from NATO’s Strategic Communication 
Centre of Excellence; Barbora Maronková, 
Programme Office at NATO Public 
Diplomacy Division; Pál Dunay, Professor 
at George C. Marshall European Center 
for Security Studies; Lucie Kadlecová, 
cyber security expert from the Peace 
Research Centre in Prague; and Luboš 
Přikryl, Emerging Disruptive Technologies 
analyst at The Czech National Cyber and 
Information Security Agency.

CYBER SECURITY ACADEMY
In September 2023, PSSI achieved another 
milestone with the successful completion 
of its sixth Cyber Security Academy (CSA). 
This intensive program, created in response 
to the growing government and market de-
mand for skilled cyber security profession-
als, marked a welcome addition to PSSI’s 
educational initiatives. Tailored for gradu-
ate students, young professionals, and civ-
il servants from the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia, this week-long course delves into 
the advanced technical, legal, and institu-
tional dimensions of cyber security policy.

2023’s CSA featured fifteen expert-led 
lectures addressing the contemporary 
cyber threat landscape in the Czech 
Republic and across EU/NATO nations. 
Discussions centered on the strategies 
and policies implemented by various 
government and private entities to combat 
these threats. The program culminated 
in a Tabletop Exercise, conducted by 
renowned cyber security firm Risksight, 
and received funding support from ČSOB, 
KPMG, and the U.S. Embassy in Prague.

This year’s distinguished array of speakers 
included high-ranking government officials 
and top-tier private sector executives. 
Participants had the opportunity to engage 
with experts such as Jakub Fučík and Tereza 
Toufarová from the Cyber Forces Command 
of the Czech Armed Forces, David Pikálek 
from KPMG, and international experts 
like Alexi Drew, ICRC Technology Policy 
Adviser, and Andrew Dwyer from the 
University of London.

SECURITY SCHOLARS PROGRAM

ROBINSON-MARTIN SECURITY 
SCHOLARS ACADEMY 
The Robinson-Martin Security Scholars 
Academy (RMSSA) aims to strengthen 
the national security expertise and resil-
ience in the Czech Republic and neigh-
boring countries. This is achieved by train-
ing the next generation of security policy 
practitioners, with a focus on underdevel-
oped issue areas such as economic and fi-
nancial statecraft, space security, cyber se-
curity, and anti-disinformation techniques.

In 2023, PSSI celebrated the 22nd 
anniversary of this premier educational 
program. Once again, seventeen carefully 
selected students completed a year-long 
intensive course held at PSSI’s headquarters.

The course consists of a series of ten 
lectures and seminars per semester, 
conducted in small group settings, 
focused on both traditional and emerging 
international security issues. Featured 
speakers included former commander 
of Cyber Forces Command, Brigadier 
General Miroslav Feix; Ambassador-
at-Large for Energy Security, Václav 
Bartuška; former Chair of the US 
Commission on International Religious 

Freedom, Nury Turkel; and Colonel 
Otakar Foltýn from the Military Office of 
the President of the Czech Republic.

Besides actively engaging in lectures, 
students submit a policy brief each 
semester on one of four selected security 
topics. Additionally, they must present and 
defend their strategic assessments. These 
briefs and accompanying presentations 
allow them to apply their new proficiency 
in security analysis, advocacy, and 
policy execution. After more than two 
decades of developing and training future 
policymakers, PSSI now counts among its 
alumni many senior government officials in 
the Czech Republic, regional governments, 
and multilateral institutions, as well as 
leading figures in the NGO community 
and private industry. 

NATO SUMMER SCHOOL
In July 2023, PSSI successfully orga-
nized its 18th NATO Summer School, en-
titled “Defeating Russia, Deterring China.” 
PSSI’s NATO Summer School, established 
in 2005, is an annual training retreat held 
at the Hotel Orlík, outside Prague. It pro-
vides advanced security policy education 
to highly qualified students and young 
professionals from NATO member and 
partner nations, typically representing a 
dozen or more countries. It focuses on crit-
ical security portfolios, including cyber se-
curity, space security, economic and finan-
cial warfare, and counter-disinformation 
strategies. Over the course of one week, 

Participants of the NATO Summer School 2023Brigadier General Miroslav Feix, former commander of Cyber Forces Command, delivering a lecture for the Robinson-Martin Security Scholars Academy
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCkURY2EO_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aPbCv2WEbsk


Beyond the training schedule, CSA 
participants, speakers and partners were 
also invited to an exclusive reception 
celebrating cyber security cooperation 
between the Czech Republic and the 
United Kingdom. Hosted by British 
Ambassador Matt Field, this event 
brought together prominent cyber security 
experts from Prague and beyond, offering 
students a unique networking experience 
and a glimpse into official global cyber 
security collaboration.

PSSI ALUMNI NETWORK
PSSI takes great pride in its alumni net-
work, a thriving community of approxi-
mately 1,200 graduates from our various 
educational programs. This network is a 
useful hub for sharing insights in various 
fields and offering opportunities for career 
growth through job openings, internships, 
and participation in groundbreaking re-
search projects.

PSSI alumni stay engaged through the 
“Alumni Brief,” an online publication that 
provides a platform for lectures, discussions, 
and updates on current affairs and 
achievements within the PSSI community. 
This initiative is designed to ensure that 
our alumni remain at the forefront of their 
fields, fostering a culture of continuous 
learning and professional excellence.

As mentioned earlier, many PSSI alumni 
have gone on to hold senior positions in not 
only the Czech Republic, but also the wider 

Euro-Atlantic security community. Among 
PSSI’s distinguished alumni are as follows:

Minister of Foreign Affairs – Jan Lipavský; 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs – Jan 
Marian; Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs – 
Eduard Hulicius; Director of Foreign 
Policy Analysis and Planning Department 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Jan 
Šnaidauf; Special Envoy for Russia Policy 
Coordination at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs – Luboš Veselý; Executive Director 
of the Czech Taiwanese Business Chamber – 
Alice Rezková; Former deputy Minister of 
Defense and Czechia’s Government Envoy 
for the Reconstruction of Ukraine – Tomáš 
Kopečný; Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy 
of the Czech Republic in Washington 
D.C. and Former Deputy Minister of 
Defence  –  Jan Havránek; Political and 
Security Committee representative at 
Permanent Delegation of Czechia to 
NATO – Tomáš Šindelář; Member of the 
European Parliament – Markéta Gregorová; 
Coordination and Cooperation Officer at 
EU Advisory Mission to Ukraine – Ondřej 
Vosátka; Czech Ambassador to the UN and 
former Minister of Foreign Affairs and Ex-
deputy Minister of Interior & Defence – 
Jakub Kulhánek; Director of the American 
Center – Vít Nejedlo.

PARTNERSHIP WITH 
CHARLES UNIVERSITY
Since its inception, PSSI has been close-
ly allied with Charles University. In a pi-
oneering move for the Czech Republic, 

PSSI launched, and financially support-
ed, a novel Master’s Degree Program in 
International Security Studies in 2006, 
which garnered English-language accredi-
tation in 2012.

PSSI collaborates with Charles 
University to host a series of senior guest 
lectures (under a grant by James Whitaker 
series). These gatherings serve as a nexus 
for scholars and top-tier security policy 
experts, offering students a rare glimpse 
into the mechanisms of national security 
policy formulation.

Moreover, PSSI contributes to the 
doctoral programs at Charles University. 
The International Relations Program, 
under the auspices of the Institute of 
Political Studies, provides a Ph.D. in 
Economic and Financial (E&F) Statecraft. 
As a part of this academic partnership, 
in 2018, PSSI awarded the Oldřich 
Černý Ph.D. Scholarship to cover living 
expenses for one dedicated full-time 
student for a four-year term, along with 
the opportunity to engage in diverse E&F 
Statecraft projects with PSSI. Additionally, 
since 2019, PSSI has offered the William 
P. Clark Space Security Ph.D. Scholarship 
on the same basis, which also spans four 
years. The Space Security scholarship 
was named after William P. Clark, former 
National Security Advisor to President 
Ronald Reagan, who was instrumental 
in launching the Strategic Defense 
Initiative on the President’s behalf. 
Mr. Jakub Pražák, the inaugural recipient 

of this scholarship, successfully completed 
his doctoral studies in 2023.

COOPERATION WITH THE 
INTERNATIONAL MASTER PROGRAM 
IN SECURITY, INTELLIGENCE 
AND STRATEGIC STUDIES
Continuing its tradition of cultivating the 
next generation of security professionals and 
scholars, the Institute has forged a partner-
ship with the prestigious Erasmus Mundus 
International Master Program. This collabo-
ration is spearheaded by four distinguished 
academic institutions: the University of 
Glasgow, Dublin City University, the 
University of Trento, and Charles University. 
Through this synergistic partnership, PSSI 
offers exclusive internship opportunities to 
the most driven and exceptional students 
enrolled in the International Master in 
Security, Intelligence, and Strategic Studies 
(IMSISS).

The strength of this partnership can 
be seen in the number of current PSSI 
employees who can trace their path through 
this program. In 2023, PSSI welcomed 
current IMSISS student Emma Sage to the 
Economic and Financial Statecraft Program 
as a Project Assistant – she has since been 
brought on as a staff member, while two 
IMSISS graduates, Kelig Chappuis and 
Elias Sköld, were also promoted to PSSI’s 
core team.

The doctoral graduate of the William P. Clark Ph.D. Scholarship in Space Security, Jakub PražákParticipants of the Sixth Cyber Security Academy
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ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL 
STATECRAFT PROGRAM

FORCED LABOR INITIATIVE
On March 1, 2023, PSSI released an 
Executive Summary of the Perspective 
entitled EU Faces a Momentous Choice on 
the Forced Labor Ban. The following day, 
the Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program hosted an online roundtable dis-
cussion entitled, ‘The Capital Markets 
Dimensions of Forced Labor Trafficking.’ 
The discussion illuminated some of the 
glaring shortcomings in the European 
Commission’s proposal for Effectively 
Banning Products Produced, Extracted Or 
Harvested With Forced Labour, as well as 
its American counterpart legislation, 
The Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act 
(UFLPA). The panelists were a combina-
tion of European and American experts 
and policymakers: Roger Robinson Jr., 
Samuel Cogolati, Robby Saunders, and 
Louisa Greve, with Elias Sköld and Iveta 
Vancáková serving as moderators. This 
event was recorded, and is available at 
PSSI´s YouTube channel.

On May 9, 2023, PSSI published its 
27th Perspective, EU Faces a Momentous 
Choice on the Forced Labor Ban, by 

Elias Sköld. It examined the recent 
ban on products linked to forced labor 
practices proposed by the European 
Commission, emphasizing the urgent need 
to expand its scope to include offending 
companies, rather than merely focusing 
on the products themselves, and urged the 
inclusion of capital market sanctions.

On May 10, 2023, the Economic and 
Financial Statecraft Program built upon 
the success of its online roundtable 
discussion on forced labor by organizing 
a full-day in-person conference in Prague. 
Held at the Czech Parliament under the 
auspices of Markéta Pekarová Adamová, 
Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, in 
collaboration with the Forum For Human 
Rights and the Uyghur Human Rights 
Project, it consisted of a closed morning 
session and a public afternoon session. 
The conference compared EU and U.S. 
models for sanctioning forced labor, and 
emphasized the powerful leverage offered 
by capital markets sanctions against 
corporate abusers of labor and human 
rights, particularly those from China. 

Conference speakers included Luke De 
Pulford, Founder and Executive Director 
of the Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on 
China; Louisa Greve, Director of Global 
Advocacy for the Uyghur Human Rights 
Project; Eva Decroix, Member of the 
Chamber of Deputies of the Czech 
Republic; Madelaine Tuininga, Head of 
the Unit in DG Trade of the European 
Commission; Michael Stumo, Chief 

Executive Officer of the Coalition for a 
Prosperous America; Ben Vanpeperstraete, 
Senior legal advisor at ECCHR’s Business 
and Human Rights program; and Roger 
W. Robinson Jr, PSSI’s Chairman and Co-
Founder.

OTHER PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
On August 16, 2023, PSSI published its 
28th Perspective, entitled Europe Falls 
Perilously Behind U.S. in Addressing 
Elevated “China Risk” in the Capital 
Markets, authored by Elias Sköld. The 
Perspective focused on the increasing mo-
mentum in the U.S. to address the asym-
metric risks associated with investments 
in Chinese companies, particularly those 
involved in security and human rights 
abuses, and highlighted how Europe lags 
behind the U.S. in recognizing and re-
sponding to these concerns. It further 
urged European lawmakers to align their 
efforts with the U.S. to protect European 
investors by proactively mitigating “China 
Risk.”

In September 2023, PSSI expanded 
its Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program to include two new members – 
Emma Sage and Nico Mastrangelo – 
allowing the Program to treat more topics 
in the financial domain in greater depth.

On November 14, 2023, Elias Sköld 
attended the conference entitled 

“Enhancing the Effectiveness of Sanctions 
Implementation Against Russia: The 

Role of Data,” hosted by Dow Jones 
and the Royal United Services Institute 
(RUSI), where representatives from 
public and private sectors across Europe 
and the U.S. explored the challenges of 
modern sanctions implementation. The 
conference served to strengthen PSSI’s 
close relationship with RUSI and other 
industry-leading institutions and experts.

Panelists at PSSI’s conference on forced labor Markéta Pekarová Adamová, Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Parliament, delivering the introductory remarks at PSSI’s conference on forced labor
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https://www.pssi.cz/download/docs/10250_eu-faces-a-momentous-choice.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/events/59-capital-markets-dimensions-of-forced-labor-trafficking
https://www.pssi.cz/events/59-capital-markets-dimensions-of-forced-labor-trafficking
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1SR2B122gw&t=1s&ab_channel=PragueSecurityStudiesInstitute
https://www.pssi.cz/publications/97-pssi-perspective-27-eu-faces-a-momentous-choice-of-the-forced-labor-ban
https://www.pssi.cz/publications/97-pssi-perspective-27-eu-faces-a-momentous-choice-of-the-forced-labor-ban
https://www.ffhr.cz/
https://www.ffhr.cz/
https://uhrp.org/
https://uhrp.org/
https://www.pssi.cz/events/60-sanctioning-forced-labor-trafficking-eu-and-u-s-models
https://www.pssi.cz/events/60-sanctioning-forced-labor-trafficking-eu-and-u-s-models
https://www.pssi.cz/events/64-in-person-conference-on-sanctioning-forced-labor-trafficking-eu-and-u-s-models
https://ipac.global/team/luke-de-pulford-2/
https://ipac.global/team/luke-de-pulford-2/
https://uhrp.org/staff/
https://www.ods.cz/profil/20223-eva-decroix
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/who-is-who/person/-/person/COM_000037AD00
https://prosperousamerica.org/staff/michael-stumo/
https://www.ecchr.eu/en/person/ben-vanpeperstraete/
https://www.pssi.cz/pssi-staff/9-roger-w-robinson-jr
https://www.pssi.cz/pssi-staff/9-roger-w-robinson-jr
https://www.pssi.cz/publications/107-pssi-perspective-28-europe-falls-perilously-behind-u-s-in-addressing-elevated-china-risk-in-the-capital-markets
https://www.pssi.cz/publications/107-pssi-perspective-28-europe-falls-perilously-behind-u-s-in-addressing-elevated-china-risk-in-the-capital-markets
https://www.pssi.cz/publications/107-pssi-perspective-28-europe-falls-perilously-behind-u-s-in-addressing-elevated-china-risk-in-the-capital-markets
https://www.pssi.cz/publications/107-pssi-perspective-28-europe-falls-perilously-behind-u-s-in-addressing-elevated-china-risk-in-the-capital-markets
https://www.dowjones.com/professional/risk/resources/financial-crime/data-effectiveness-of-sanctions-implementations-against-russia


SPACE SECURITY PROGRAM

SPACE SECURITY GUEST 
LECTURE SERIES
The Space Security Guest Lecture se-
ries, organized by PSSI in collabora-
tion with Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, raises awareness of press-
ing space security policy issues.     The 2023 
Space Security guest lecturers included 
Dr. Regina Peldszus, Space Policy Officer 
at the European External Action Service, 
who spoke about the fundamental ele-
ments of space security in the EU, includ-
ing space threat responses and space situa-
tional awareness. 

On May 16, 2023, another distinguished 
guest lecture featured Dr. Deganit 
Paikowsky from the Department of 
International Relations at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. Dr. Paikowsky 
is also a Non-Resident Scholar at the 
Space Policy Institute of the Elliott 
School for International Affairs at George 
Washington University. She discussed 
her research concerning the future space 
race and how it would be won not only 
by those nations with technological 
advancements, but by the economic, legal, 

social, and political institutions that are 
most innovative, attractive, and favored by 
other spacefaring actors.

OTHER PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
PSSI’s Space Security Project Coordinator, 
František Avrat, was selected by the U.S. 
Department of State to attend two intense 
traineeships in Washington, DC, dur-
ing May of 2023. He participated in the 

“Satellite Communications Policy in the 
New Space World’’ program organized 
by Carnegie Mellon University’s Center 
for Executive Education in Technology 
Policy (CEE-TP). The program focused 
on topics such as spectrum management, 
space sustainability, and the use of sat-
ellites to achieve societal goals like ef-
fective disaster response and bridging 
the digital divide. He then took part in 
the Satellite Communication Training 
Sequence organized by the United States 
Telecommunication Training Institute 
(USTTI). During this training, he had 
the opportunity to delve deeper into the 
regulation of GSO and NGSO constella-
tions, hear from NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center about satellite and space 
communication, and learn about Amazon 
Kuiper’s LEO broadband constellation. 
Additionally, he had the privilege of visit-
ing the AST SpaceMobile’s satellite con-
trol room and gaining insights into their 
groundbreaking satellite direct-to-handset 
technology.

PSSI’s Managing Director, Dr. Jana 
Robinson, contributed to the 2023 
European Forum Alpbach (EFA) which 
took place on Aug 19 – Sep 2, 2023, and 
sought to address a “Bold Europe” theme. 
Dr. Jana Robinson moderated a session on 

“Military Lessons Learnt from Russia’s War 
Against Ukraine” on August 31 and served 
as a speaker at the “Keeping Pace in the 
New Space Race” session on September 
1. The discussion assessed the level of 
seriousness regarding support for Ukraine 
to achieve its strategic goals, as opposed 
to merely settling for tactical victories. 
Concerning space, Europe requires 
durable private and public partnerships to 
prevail in this strategic competition.

Later in 2023, Space Security Project 
Coordinator Kristína Sikoraiová had the 
privilege of attending the commemorative 
event marking the 20th anniversary of the 
European Space Policy Institute (ESPI) 
at the premises of the Austrian Parliament. 
This event brought together prominent 
figures from the European space sector, 
including policymakers, parliamentarians, 
and industry leaders, alongside 
international partners. Discussions 
centered on the future of space policy and 
exploration. 

The Second PSSI Roundtable on Space 
Security Partnerships, entitled “European 

- Indo-Pacific Partnership on Space 
Security,” was held on September 27, 2023. 
Building on the success of its inaugural 
event in March 2022, the roundtable 

discussion probed the dynamics of 
space power in the Indo-Pacific region, 
spotlighting China’s malign economic and 
financial initiatives and their ramifications 
for Europe’s Indo-Pacific strategy. The 
second iteration explored the nuances 
of the global space race within the Indo-
Pacific context, considering the ongoing 
conflicts in Europe and the Middle East, 
the nuclear threat from North Korea, 
and China’s global assertiveness. The 
distinguished panel, featuring experts 
from the U.S., Australia, Europe, India, 
and Japan, engaged in discussions 
moderated by PSSI’s Managing Director, 
Dr. Jana Robinson. Key questions revolved 
around the military, governance, and 
economic aspects of the global space race, 
assessing China and its allies’ geopolitical 
advancements and the positioning of 
countries like India, Japan, Australia, 
Europe, and the U.S. in this high-stakes 
competition. The event, a part of Czech 
Space Week, provided valuable insights 
and discussions on crucial aspects of the 
evolving space industry landscape.

On November 22, 2023, Dr. Jana 
Robinson delivered a keynote address 
focusing on “Partnerships in the New 
Space Race” at the 1st International 
Symposium on Space Security of the 
Korean Academy of Space Security 
(KASS), entitled “Space Security in the 
New Space Era: Technology, Policy, and 
Cooperation.”  The event included all 
major ROK public space stakeholders, 

Speakers of the “Keeping Pace in the New Space Race” session, from left to right: Niklas Nienaß, Hermann Ludwig Moeller, Carmen Possnig, and PSSI's 
Managing Director, Dr. Jana Robinson

Dr. Jana Robinson among speakers at the 1st International Symposium on Space Security 
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https://www.pssi.cz/events/61-space-security-an-eu-perspective-online-guest-lecture
https://www.pssi.cz/events/62-the-new-space-race-and-models-of-space-competition-online-guest-lecture
https://www.pssi.cz/events/62-the-new-space-race-and-models-of-space-competition-online-guest-lecture
https://www.alpbach.org/
https://www.alpbach.org/
https://www.pssi.cz/events/73-second-pssi-roundtable-on-indo-pacific-space-security-partnerships
https://www.pssi.cz/events/73-second-pssi-roundtable-on-indo-pacific-space-security-partnerships
https://www.pssi.cz/events/73-second-pssi-roundtable-on-indo-pacific-space-security-partnerships
https://n.news.naver.com/article/469/0000771698?sid=100
https://n.news.naver.com/article/469/0000771698?sid=100
https://n.news.naver.com/article/469/0000771698?sid=100
https://n.news.naver.com/article/469/0000771698?sid=100
https://n.news.naver.com/article/469/0000771698?sid=100


including the Korea Aerospace Research 
Institute (KARI), Korea Astronomy and 
Space Science Institute (KASI), the 
Republic of Korea Air Force (ROKAF), 
the National Intelligence Service, as well 
as commercial sector and international 
speakers from Australia and Japan. This 
inaugural event provided important 
insights concerning ROK’s future 
direction in the configuration of a robust 
space security strategy, public-private 
sector ecosystem, and international 
partnerships.  

Moreover, on November 23, 2023, Dr. 
Jana Robinson delivered a lecture entitled 

“Key Trends in Space Security” to graduate 
and undergraduate students of the Yonsei 
University’s Center for Galaxy Evolution 
Research. She likewise held a discussion 
with members of the National Assembly 
Research Service. 

On December 2, 2023, Dr. Jana 
Robinson’s article, titled “Security 
Dimensions of Space Economics and 
Finance,” was published in the EU Law 
Live Weekend edition. The article, initially 
featured in Space Review on September 
25, 2023, explores the intricate intersection 
of space, economics, finance and security, 
offering a fresh perspective on the future 
of space exploration.

On December 4-5, 2023, Space 
Security’s Project Coordinator, Kristína 
Sikoraiová, and Project Assistant, 
Ilenia Bruseghello, attended the EU 
Non-Proliferation and Disarmament 

Conference in Brussels, organized by 
the Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) 
on behalf of the EU Non-Proliferation 
and Disarmament Consortium. The 
Conference, in its 12th edition, is an annual 
international event that gathers non-
proliferation and disarmament experts 
from governmental and non-governmental 
institutions worldwide. Over the course of 
two days, participants engaged in an open 
discussion, covering issues related to arms 
control, disarmament, non-proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), 
their delivery systems, and small arms and 
light weapons (SALWs).

REGIONAL SECURITY PROGRAM

The Regional Security Program seeks to 
identify and analyze emerging foreign pol-
icy and security issues that will increas-
ingly affect the transatlantic security com-
munity. At times, these challenges exceed 
the scope of the traditional political-mili-
tary agenda that effectively dominated the 
public policy space in the previous centu-
ry. Less visible, unconventional methods 
of warfare are gaining traction among ad-
versaries, including sophisticated cyber at-
tacks, disinformation campaigns, counter-
space activities, and other hybrid warfare 
tactics, which are often driven by econom-
ic and financial warfighting priorities.

DISINFORMATION
As part of its Regional Security Program, 
PSSI researchers focus on the topics of dis-
information, strategic communication, and 
foreign malign influence. The Program’s 
activities include monitoring the online 
debate on current topics and the spread 
of disinformation in the Czech informa-
tion space. Besides identifying disinfor-
mation campaigns, their channels, and 
(super)spreaders, the Program provides 
policy recommendations on countering 

disinformation and improving strategic 
communication with the overall mission 
of upholding democratic values and media 
transparency.

In 2023, PSSI became a pioneer of 
mapping and investigating the financial 
and organizational background of 
disinformation actors in the Czech 
Republic and neighboring countries. 
PSSI researchers, in cooperation with 
local investigative journalists, are 
uncovering how malign actors approach 
disinformation as a business, and 
profit from it. PSSI uncovered how 
disinformation actors exploit different 
organizational backgrounds for profit, and 
identified four distinct business models in 
use by these disinformation actors, even 
estimating their income.

Alongside its research, the Program 
engaged with the private sector through 
seminars for digital advertising managers 
on the topic of brand safety and 
disinformation. 

PSSI’s latest research on this topic has 
focused on the messaging application 
Telegram, which has become a hotbed 
for the spread of disinformation and 
radicalization. In addition to amassing 
a database of disinformation actors 
on Telegram, PSSI and its partners 
held expert roundtables and practical 
workshops for analysts. 

Alongside this major undertaking, 
PSSI’s disinformation-focused projects 
respond to regional developments 

Project Coordinator František Avrat attending traineeships in Washington, DC PSSI’s Project Coordinator, Natália Tkáčová, presenting findings concerning disinformation on Telegram, with partners from the Adapt Institute and Gerulata 
Technologies
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http://cger.yonsei.ac.kr/index_en.html
http://cger.yonsei.ac.kr/index_en.html
https://www.nars.go.kr/index.do?sgrp=S01&APP=Web
https://www.nars.go.kr/index.do?sgrp=S01&APP=Web
https://eulawlive.com/weekend-edition/weekend-edition-no165/
https://eulawlive.com/weekend-edition/weekend-edition-no165/
https://eulawlive.com/weekend-edition/weekend-edition-no165/
https://www.nonproliferation.eu/activities/international-conferences/annual-conferences-2/
https://www.nonproliferation.eu/activities/international-conferences/annual-conferences-2/
https://www.nonproliferation.eu/activities/international-conferences/annual-conferences-2/
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10475_organizational-and-financial-background-of-disinformation-actors-in-the-czech-republic.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/publications/116-disinformation-as-a-business-business-models-of-the-czech-disinformation-landscape


as they occur. PSSI closely followed 
the 2023 presidential elections in the 
Czech Republic as a part of its project 
series “Czech Elections in the Era of 
Disinformation,” produced in cooperation 
with fact-checkers and journalists. 

In 2023, PSSI also continued its 
cooperation with the International 
Republican Institute’s Beacon Project, 
taking part in projects in Central and 
Eastern Europe and the Western Balkans. 
PSSI published research focused on 
the Green Deal and energy security-
related disinformation in reports 
with recommendations on strategic 
communications. In the spring, PSSI 
also wrapped up its contribution to the 

“Hostile Narrative Brief: War in Ukraine” 
with a report commemorating the first 
year of the Russian war of aggression. 
Finally, PSSI produced an “Assessment of 
Strategic Communication Structures and 
Capabilities in the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia” in cooperation with the Beacon 
Project. 

In addition to the aforementioned 
projects, researchers from the Regional 
Security Program regularly briefed 
government officials about the 
disinformation portofolio, including the 
Office of the Government, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and Ministry of Defense, 
particularly their strategic communication 
units. The team also regularly briefed 
diplomatic delegations visiting Prague, 
and is involved in educational activities 

via guest lecturing or workshops. In total, 
PSSI’s disinformation team organized 
13 events in 2023, consisting of 5 expert 
roundtables with representatives of 
government institutions, media and the 
expert community; 4 practical workshops/
seminars for specific target audiences; and 
4 public events to promote PSSI’s activities 
among the general public. The team was 
also featured at multiple other events as 
guest speakers.

As the disinformation project’s agenda 
focuses on domestic disinformation 
and politics, PSSI has established a 
steady presence in Czech media with 
commentaries on this topic, alongside 
appearances in international media and 
Slovak outlets. In 2023, PSSI provided 
numerous commentaries and interviews 
about its research and current events 
such as the presidential elections and 
developments in the war in Ukraine. 
These included primetime TV interviews, 
publications in online outlets, and 
podcast appearances. In total, PSSI’s 
disinformation-related research and 
commentary appeared in the media some 
30 times. 

THE WESTERN BALKANS
In September 2023, PSSI’s Western 
Balkans team successfully completed the 
third in a series of regional security mon-
itoring projects for the Western Balkans 
region, “The Western Balkans at the 

Crossroads: Democratic Backsliding and 
External Actors’ Influence.” The project 
identified and analyzed the influence of se-
lect non-European external actors (Russia, 
China, Turkey, and the Gulf States) in 
the Western Balkans and Croatia, and ex-
plained how these actors have contributed 
to instability in the region, including dem-
ocratic backsliding. The results were pub-
lished in a series of seven analytical studies 
and one comparative analysis, and are also 
available as a unified final report. They of-
fer policy recommendations directed both 
at the local political actors and the interna-
tional community. Additionally, the mem-
bers of the Western Balkans team pub-
lished seven journalistic articles in leading 
regional media in local languages to in-
crease the project’s visibility and commu-
nicate the research findings to wider audi-
ences.

The project’s findings were presented 
at a concluding conference, which was 
organized by the Western Balkans team 
under the auspices of the Czech Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (MFA). The conference 
took place on June 22, 2023, at the 
Czernin Palace, the headquarters of the 
Czech MFA. The opening speech was 
delivered by PSSI’s Project Manager 
Anja Grabovac and Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Jan Marian. The event 
was moderated by Dr. Adnan Huskić, a 
political analyst from Sarajevo who served 
as the scientific advisor to PSSI’s Western 
Balkans team.

The program featured two distinguished 
guests of honor: Austrian diplomat and 
former High Representative for Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, H.E. Mr. Valentin 
Inzko; and Professor of Philosophy at 
Southern Connecticut State University, 
Prof. David Pettigrew. The conference’s 
final report (including photos and videos) 
is available on both PSSI’s website and the 
Balkan Crossroads website.

On September 18 and 19, 2023, Project 
Manager Anja Grabovac attended a closed 
workshop in Sofia, Bulgaria, entitled 

“Countering Authoritarian Influence on 
Democratic Institutions: A Decade of 
Learning.” This event was organized by 
the National Endowment for Democracy’s 
International Forum for Democratic 
Studies and the Center for the Study of 
Democracy. 

On October 25, 2023, Dr Markéta 
Slavková delivered a speech on behalf 
of the Western Balkans team at the 

“Conference on Countering Hybrid 
Interference in the Context of the Western 
Balkans Region.” The conference took 
place as part of the Central European 
Defense Cooperation (CEDC) and the 
Visegrad Four group. The event was 
organized by the Czech Ministry of 
Defense, in cooperation with the Czech 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In November 
2023, Dr Slavková attended “VerityCon 
2023,” a conference on navigating the era 
of disinformation. This event took place in 
Tirana, Albania, and was organized by the 

PSSI’s team presenting and discussing disinformation campaigns related to the 2023 Czech presidential elections with fact-checking partners from Demagog.cz 
and Hlídací Pes

PSSI’s Project Manager, Kristína Šefčíková, presenting on Green Deal and energy security-related disinformation. The panel included representatives from the 
Ministry of the Environment and the ČEZ Group
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https://www.pssi.cz/projects/82-czech-elections-in-the-era-of-disinformation-the-2023-presidential-election
https://www.pssi.cz/projects/82-czech-elections-in-the-era-of-disinformation-the-2023-presidential-election
https://www.pssi.cz/projects/80-european-green-deal-mapping-perceptions-in-central-and-eastern-europe
https://www.iribeaconproject.org/our-work-analysis-and-insights/hostile-narrative-brief-war-ukraine
https://www.pssi.cz/projects/88-strategic-communication-in-the-czech-republic-and-slovakia
https://www.pssi.cz/projects/88-strategic-communication-in-the-czech-republic-and-slovakia
https://www.pssi.cz/projects/88-strategic-communication-in-the-czech-republic-and-slovakia
https://www.pssi.cz/projects/88-strategic-communication-in-the-czech-republic-and-slovakia
https://www.ceskatelevize.cz/porady/10117034229-168-hodin/223452801101015/
https://www.idnes.cz/zpravy/domaci/strategicka-komunikace-vlada-nedostatky-dezinformace.A240103_143239_domaci_nema
https://www.aktuality.sk/clanok/zceUZ61/na-slovensku-dominovali-pri-sireni-skodliveho-obsahu-sankcie-proti-rusku-a-energeticka-bezpecnost-podcast/?fbclid=IwAR0H-C9Fbt3v3htoOmbczdXDNUH9EU5Y0F18h8XlOMlwdaiE8kxYbhUp-lA
https://www.balkancrossroads.com/analytical-studies-newest-project
https://www.balkancrossroads.com/analytical-studies-newest-project
https://www.balkancrossroads.com/_files/ugd/1485a8_da5a08bf6abb46cab4531798af88ee4d.pdf
https://www.balkancrossroads.com/articles-wbciii-project
https://www.pssi.cz/news/864-western-balkans-at-the-crossroads-conference-report
https://www.balkancrossroads.com/wbc-conference-june2023


Western Balkans Fund, with the support of 
the Japanese Embassy in Albania and the 
Visegrad Fund. 

In November 2023, Dr. Slavková co-
organized the 7th International Balkan 
Studies Conference, entitled Balkan 
Express 2023: Between Orientalism and 
Occidentalism. This year, the conference 
aimed to reexamine the concepts of 
Orientalism and Occidentalism from the 
19th century to present. The conference was 
organized by the Faculty of Humanities 
at Charles University, the Institutes of 
History and Philosophy at the Czech 
Academy of Sciences, and the Czech 
National Committee of Balkan Scholars  – 
the Czech Association for Slavonic, Balkan 
and Byzantine Studies (ČSSBBS).

PSSI WASHINGTON

In the fall of 2006, PSSI Washington was 
established in Washington, DC. Its pri-
mary mission is to strengthen American 
understanding of the security challeng-
es facing Central and Eastern Europe 
and other post-communist states, and to 
pursue groundbreaking initiatives in the 
Economic & Financial and Space domains 
globally. PSSI Washington’s China Capital 
Markets Transparency Initiative, for exam-
ple, is the leading NGO work program in 
this field worldwide. This partner organi-
zation of PSSI is a rich source of research 
and data on the expanding Chinese pres-
ence in the U.S. and other Western capi-
tal markets. It is also the principal hub of 
PSSI’s Space Security Program, and con-
venes periodic co-sponsored conferences 
and roundtables in this and other security 
domains.

2023 PUBLICATIONS

—	 PSSI Perspective #26: České 
prezidentské volby v online prostoru: 
prosinec 2022

—	 The European Green Deal and 
the Energy Crisis in the Czech 
Information Space

—	 České prezidentské volby v online 
prostoru (1. kolo)

—	 České prezidentské volby v online 
prostoru (2. kolo): Téma války na 
Ukrajině v předvolební debatě

—	 The European Green Deal and 
the Energy Crisis in the Czech 
Information Space: Stakeholders’ 
perspective

—	 Hostile Narrative Brief – War in 
Ukraine: A Year of Aggression

—	 Hostile Narrative Brief – War in 
Ukraine: A Year of Aggression (A 
Case Study of Slovakia)

—	 Hostile Narrative Brief – War in 
Ukraine: A Year of Aggression (A 
Case Study of the Czech Republic)

—	 PSSI Perspective #27: EU Faces a 
Momentous Choice on the Forced 
Labor Ban

—	 Doporučení pro účinné sankce proti 
Ruské federaci

—	 Democratic Vulnerabilities of Small 
Systems: External Actors’ Influence in 
Montenegro

—	 A Year in Retrospect: What does the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine mean for 
Montenegro?

—	 Croatia: A Stable Western Ally 
and a Playground of External 
Contestation

—	 The West is Dear, but the East is 
Dearer: Policy Pressures and Actors’ 
Preferences in Serbia

—	 Understanding the Key Players 
and Influence of External Actors in 
Kosovo

—	 Vulnerable Democracies: The Effect of 
Foreign Influence on the Political and 
Social Life in North Macedonia

Western Balkans at the Crossroads conference at the Czernin Palace PSSI's Western Balkans team with H.E. Mr. Valentin Inzko and Prof. David Pettigrew at the Czernin Palace
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https://www.hiu.cas.cz/udalosti/balkan-express-2023-between-orientalism-and-occidentalism
https://www.hiu.cas.cz/udalosti/balkan-express-2023-between-orientalism-and-occidentalism
https://www.hiu.cas.cz/udalosti/balkan-express-2023-between-orientalism-and-occidentalism
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10168_ceske-prezidentske-volby-v-online-prostoru-prosinec-2022.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10168_ceske-prezidentske-volby-v-online-prostoru-prosinec-2022.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10168_ceske-prezidentske-volby-v-online-prostoru-prosinec-2022.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10178_the-european-green-deal-and-the-energy-crisis-in-the-czech-information-space.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10178_the-european-green-deal-and-the-energy-crisis-in-the-czech-information-space.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10178_the-european-green-deal-and-the-energy-crisis-in-the-czech-information-space.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10201_ceske-volby-v-ere-dezinformaci-prezidentske-volby-1-kolo.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10201_ceske-volby-v-ere-dezinformaci-prezidentske-volby-1-kolo.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10210_ceske-prezidentske-volby-v-online-prostoru-2-kolo-tema-valky-na-ua-v-predvolebni-debate.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10210_ceske-prezidentske-volby-v-online-prostoru-2-kolo-tema-valky-na-ua-v-predvolebni-debate.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10210_ceske-prezidentske-volby-v-online-prostoru-2-kolo-tema-valky-na-ua-v-predvolebni-debate.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10222_the-european-green-deal-stakeholders-perspective.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10222_the-european-green-deal-stakeholders-perspective.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10222_the-european-green-deal-stakeholders-perspective.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10222_the-european-green-deal-stakeholders-perspective.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10262_hostile-narrative-brief-war-in-ukraine-a-year-of-aggression-march2023-all-chapters.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10262_hostile-narrative-brief-war-in-ukraine-a-year-of-aggression-march2023-all-chapters.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10391_hostile-narrative-a-case-study-of-slovakia.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10262_hostile-narrative-brief-war-in-ukraine-a-year-of-aggression-march2023-all-chapters.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10391_hostile-narrative-a-case-study-of-slovakia.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10391_hostile-narrative-a-case-study-of-slovakia.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10391_hostile-narrative-a-case-study-of-slovakia.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10357_hostile-narrative-brief-a-case-study-of-the-czech-republic.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10262_hostile-narrative-brief-war-in-ukraine-a-year-of-aggression-march2023-all-chapters.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10357_hostile-narrative-brief-a-case-study-of-the-czech-republic.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10357_hostile-narrative-brief-a-case-study-of-the-czech-republic.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10357_hostile-narrative-brief-a-case-study-of-the-czech-republic.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10402_eu-faces-a-momentous-choice-on-the-forced-labor-ban.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10402_eu-faces-a-momentous-choice-on-the-forced-labor-ban.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10402_eu-faces-a-momentous-choice-on-the-forced-labor-ban.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10410_sifmanet-doporuceni-pro-ucinne-sankce-proti-ruske-federaci.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10410_sifmanet-doporuceni-pro-ucinne-sankce-proti-ruske-federaci.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10412_democratic-vulnerabilities-of-small-systems-external-actors-influence-in-montenegro.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10412_democratic-vulnerabilities-of-small-systems-external-actors-influence-in-montenegro.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10412_democratic-vulnerabilities-of-small-systems-external-actors-influence-in-montenegro.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10652_a-year-in-retrospect-what-does-the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-mean-for-montenegro.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10652_a-year-in-retrospect-what-does-the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-mean-for-montenegro.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10652_a-year-in-retrospect-what-does-the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-mean-for-montenegro.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10426_croatia-a-stable-western-ally-and-a-playground-of-external-contestation.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10426_croatia-a-stable-western-ally-and-a-playground-of-external-contestation.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10426_croatia-a-stable-western-ally-and-a-playground-of-external-contestation.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10431_the-west-is-dear-but-the-east-is-dearer-policy-pressures-and-actors-preferences-in-serbia.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10431_the-west-is-dear-but-the-east-is-dearer-policy-pressures-and-actors-preferences-in-serbia.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10431_the-west-is-dear-but-the-east-is-dearer-policy-pressures-and-actors-preferences-in-serbia.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10441_understanding-the-key-players-and-influence-of-external-actors-in-kosovo.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10441_understanding-the-key-players-and-influence-of-external-actors-in-kosovo.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10441_understanding-the-key-players-and-influence-of-external-actors-in-kosovo.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10447_vulnerable-democracies-the-effect-of-foreign-influence-on-the-political-and-social-life-in-north-macedonia.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10447_vulnerable-democracies-the-effect-of-foreign-influence-on-the-political-and-social-life-in-north-macedonia.pdf
https://www.pssi.cz/download//docs/10447_vulnerable-democracies-the-effect-of-foreign-influence-on-the-political-and-social-life-in-north-macedonia.pdf


—	 Albania amidst the External Actors’ 
Influence. The Open Balkan initiative: 
A Russian Trojan Horse or a faster 
approach to Regional Cooperation?

—	 Serbia, between growing aspirations 
and realistic limitations of the policy 
of a small state

—	 ​Erdoğan’s influence in Croatia: A 
warning sign for the EU

—	 Organizational and Financial 
Background of Disinformation Actors 
in the Czech Republic

—	 The disappointment towards the West 
nurtures anti-democratic sentiments 
in North Macedonia

—	 Bosnia and Herzegovina: Geopolitical 
Strife Fuels Local, Regional Crises

—	 Geopolitical Strife Fuels Dangerous 
Parallel Crises in Balkans

—	 Unpacking Political Dynamics in the 
Serbian Community in Kosovo

—	 A Comparative Overview of the 
External Actors’ Influence in the 
Western Balkans and Croatia

—	 Western Balkans at the Crossroads: 
Democratic Backsliding and External 
Actors’ Influence – Final Report

—	 PSSI Perspective #28: Europe Falls 
Perilously Behind U.S. in Addressing 
Elevated “China Risk” in the Capital 
Markets

—	 Disinformation as a Business: 
Business Models of the Czech 
Disinformation Landscape

—	 PSSI Perspective #29: (Zatím) 
jednotní: Co spojuje a rozděluje 
českou společnost

—	 Assessment of Slovak Strategic 
Communication Structures and 
Capabilities

—	 Assessment of Strategic 
Communication Structures and 
Capabilities in the Czech Republic

	— Prague Security Studies Institute: 20th 
Anniversary Report

2023 EVENTS

—	 January 17, 2023 
Green Deal a energetická krize 
v českém informačním prostoru

—	 February 8, 2023 
Prezidentské volby v éře dezinformací

—	 March 2, 2023 
Online Roundtable Discussion on 
Capital Markets Dimensions of 
Forced Labor Trafficking 

—	 April 24, 2023 
Space Security: An EU Perspective 
(online guest lecture)

—	 May 10, 2023 
Conference on Sanctioning Forced 
Labor Trafficking: EU and U.S. 
Models

—	 May 16, 2023 
The New Space Race and Models 
of Space Competition (online guest 
lecture)

—	 June 20, 2023 
Jak se organizují a financují 
dezinformátoři v Česku a na 
Slovensku

—	 August 28, 2023 
Celebrating 20 Years of PSSI

—	 October 18, 2023 
Uyghur Genocide: Sanctioning PRC 
Forced Labour Practices

—	 October 31, 2023 
(Zatím) jednotní: Co spojuje 
a rozděluje českou společnost

—	 November 27, 2023 
Second PSSI Roundtable on Indo-
Pacific Space Security Partnerships

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

FUNDING SOURCES

CZECH GOVERNMENT:
•	 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Czech Republic

GOVERNMENTS/INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS:
•	 British Embassy Prague
•	 Embassy of the Kingdom of Norway
•	 NATO Public Diplomacy Division
•	 Open Information Partnership
•	 US Embassy Prague

FOUNDATIONS AND NGOs:
•	 Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation/

European Media And Information 
Fund

•	 Drei Schwestern Foundation
•	 Donors Trust Foundation
•	 Europeum
•	 GLOBSEC
•	 International Republican Institute
•	 National Endowment for Democracy
•	 PSSI Washington
•	 The Bawd Foundation
•	 The Atlas Economic Research 

Foundation/Atlas Network

BUSINESS DONORS:
•	 Amazon Web Services, Inc.
•	 Advanced Satellite Systems Tec
•	 ČSOB
•	 KPMG Czech Republic
•	 RiskSight

FEES
•	 Participation Fees (CSA, RMSSA, 

NATO Summer School)

STRUCTURE OF REVENUES

FOUNDATIONS 
AND NGOs 
59.1 %

CZECH 
GOVERNMENT 

4.2 %

PARTICIPANT 
FEES 
5.4 %

BUSINESS 
DONORS 
10.5 %

21+60+4+5+10+C
GOVERNMENTS/
INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
20.8 %
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ABOUT PSSI

THE PRAGUE SECURITY STUDIES 
INSTITUTE (PSSI) is a non-profit, 
non-governmental organization estab-
lished in 2001 to advance the building of 
just, secure, democratic, free-market so-
cieties in the Czech Republic and other 
post-communist states. PSSI’s mission 
is to educate and train an ever-growing 
number of informed and security-mind-
ed policy practitioners dedicated to the 
development and protection of demo-
cratic values, principles, and institutions. 
PSSI offers programs that help meet the 
critical requirements associated with 
equipping new generations of young 
leaders to manage the complex security 
challenges of the 21st century.

To advance its mission, PSSI 
conducts a broad range of activities 
under its Security Scholars Program, 
Space Security Program, Economic 
& Financial Statecraft Program, and 
Regional Security Program. PSSI 
concentrates on identifying and 
analyzing underdeveloped issue areas, 
first among them being the presence 
of sanctioned and other Chinese 
corporate “bad actors” in the U.S. and 
allied capital markets. PSSI also focuses 
on the “ground-based space race” in 
competition with authoritarian space 
powers. 

Your Support is Appreciated
As the Institute is expanding its activities and regional outreach, we would welcome 
your support in these efforts.

PSSI’S BANK ACCOUNT
PSSI’s Account is held at the Komerční banka, a.s. 
(Na Příkopě 33, 11407 Prague 1, Czech Republic): 
IBAN: CZ7401000000512281850237 
BIC/SWIFT Code: KOMBCZPP
 
Tax deductible contributions from the U.S. can be made to PSSI through the 
Institute’s tax-exempt partner organization, PSSI Washington. 
For more information please contact 
Dr. Jana Robinson (jrobinson@pssiwashington.org; tel: +1-571-319-3717).

CONTACT INFO:
Prague Security Studies Institute
Pohořelec 6, 118 00 Prague 1, Czech Republic
Tel./fax: +420 233 355 735 
pssi@pssi.cz www.pssi.cz
Queries about PSSI activities and projects can be directed to: 
Dr. Jana Robinson (jrobinson@pssi.cz), Managing Director, 
or Boris Kalisky (kalisky@pssi.cz), Director of Operations.
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